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Rule changes aim to prevent tax
challenges

Susan Voyles New rule: Beaches are used as a
svoyles@rgj.com percentage adjustment, based on comparable
New rules approved by the Nevada Tax sales of similar properties.
Commission in 20Q4 should_prevent any futyre Tear-downs
cases of Incline Village res_ldents challenging In Incline Village, homes are sometimes
unfalr methods to value their homes fqr taXeS, {4rn town to build bigger homes or mansions.
said Washoe County Assessor Josh Wilson. Old rule: If a demolition permit was issued

Under the new rules, the V|'Ilage League tp for a property shortly after it was purchased,
Save Tahoe Assets has not filed any lawsuits the property went down in the assessor's book
over property values during the current tax as a vacant land sale. If the owner told the

346?: or _the Iagt twg tax ydeaﬁ]. Tfhetrules Overtassessor the house was to be torn down, that
anoe views, beaches and other factors Were aly, o, a5 ysed to put more value on the land

the heart of a series of lawsuits that spanned than the building. Higher land values were

eight yelars ] used to justify raising land values for the rest
Here's how the rules have changed: of the neighborhood. But in a few instances,
Lake Tahoe views however, homes were not torn down after the
Old rule: The county had a 12-step view Permit was obtained.
classification system. A viewbook graphically New rule: Land values are generally
portrayed a view at each step, from limited to a €stablished by examining recent sales in a
full panorama. In some neighborhoods, land neighborhood. The land value is what is left
values rose by $150,000 to $200,000 for each over after the building's value is figured.
step for better views. Before the first lawsuit Buildings are valued at replacement cost after
challenging the rules was filed in 2003, the depreciation.

rules had changed frequently. Time adjustments
New rule: Views are accounted for with a Old rule: In the past, there was no limit to

{)er.ce?tlagtge_ a?rJ]ustm.enrfbonhthe q base d\{alue of 4how far back in time the assessor could use a
ypica OI In keantlg or Ooth useth mt m_asls property sale in his studies. Old property sales
appraisal work. betier views than the typical ,q o adjusted to make current and used to

view dget a pzrcdent\a;ge mcreasg. Wdorse V'heWS value other properties. State regs were silent
are downgraded. VIews are baseéd on NOW ..\ hether this practice be used.

”.‘“.Ch of a panoramic view of the Ia_ke IS New rule: Adjusting old sales for current

visible from the land, not somewhere in the market conditions are now authorized.

house. Assessors in counties with more than 40,000

Beaches population are limited to going back only three

Old rule: Beaches added property value, years to find property sales for their studies.

depending on the quality. At the top of the Source: Washoe County Assessor Josh Wilson

scale were sandy beaches, then sandy/cobble, and RGJ research

cobble/sandy and rocky beaches. Value was

added by linear feet of beach. A 100-foot

length of sandy beach was valued $1.25

million more than a rocky beach.
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