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THE SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF WASHOE 
 

VILLAGE LEAGUE TO SAVE INCLINE 
ASSETS, INC., et al, 
 CASE NO.: CV03-06922 

Plaintiffs/Petitioners, 
     DEPT. NO.: 1 

 vs. 
 
STATE OF NEVADA on relation of its 
STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION, et al, 
 

Defendants/Respondents. 
_______________________________________/ 
 
 

INTERIM ORDER OF APPROVAL  
 
 This matter came before the Court on the parties’ joint request for this Court to hold a 

hearing and consider approving the Settlement Agreement (“Agreement”) entered into by the 

parties and incorporating its terms and provisions in a Court order.  A copy of the fully executed 

Agreement is attached as Exhibit 1.  The Court held a hearing on October 5, 2020 to review and 

consider the Agreement.  Based on the Agreement, hearing, and the record in this matter, this 

Court makes the following findings of fact, conclusions of law, and order: 

/// 

F I L E D
Electronically
CV03-06922

2020-10-13 04:28:11 PM
Jacqueline Bryant
Clerk of the Court

Transaction # 8114056
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1. On October 21, 2019, this Court issued its Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law, 

Decision and Order (“the October 21, 2019 Order”), granting the Plaintiffs/Petitioners’ 

Complaint and Petition for Judicial Review and vacating the Defendant/Respondent State 

Board of Equalization’s October 30, 2017 Equalization Order.  Defendants/Respondents 

appealed the October 21, 2019 Order (‘the Appeal”) to the Nevada Supreme Court. 

2. The parties have agreed to a settlement in which the Appeal is dismissed, the 

implementation provisions of the October 21, 2019 Order are modified, and that Order is 

ratified in all other respects. 

3. The Agreement provides for the ongoing monitoring and supervision by this Court of the 

modified implementation provisions of the October 21, 2019 Order. 

4. In addition to modifying the implementation provisions of the October 21, 2019 Order, 

the Agreement provides for a global resolution of all outstanding matters between the 

parties concerning residential property taxation at Incline Village/Crystal Bay from the 

2003/2004 to the 2007/2008 tax years, including the dismissal with prejudice of seven 

pending cases and the withdrawal of all pending post-judgment motions in this matter in 

this Court. 

5. The Agreement was approved in duly noticed public meetings by the Washoe County 

Board of County Commissioners and the State Board of Equalization, held on August 4, 

2020 and August 24, 2020, respectively, and in a meeting of the Village League Board of 

Directors held on August 4, 2020. 

6. The Agreement has also been approved and signed by all the individual 

Plaintiff/Petitioner taxpayers and by the remaining Defendants/Respondents, the County 

Assessor, the County Treasurer, and the State Department of Taxation. 
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7. The Agreement is contingent upon approval by this Court and the incorporation of its 

terms and provisions in a Court order, after a public hearing.  See Ex. 1 at 27 ¶¶ 87, 88.  

8. In order to present the Agreement to this Court for consideration and approval, the parties 

filed a stipulation with the Nevada Supreme Court for the conditional dismissal of the 

Appeal and the remand of this matter back to this Court for consideration of the 

Agreement and appropriate further action. 

9. On September 2, 2020, the Nevada Supreme Court’s Order Dismissing Appeal and 

Remanding to the District Court was filed with this Court.  On remand, this Court has 

jurisdiction to hear and consider the approval of the Agreement and the incorporation of 

its terms and provisions as the order of this Court. 

10. Prior to the hearing, Washoe County School District (“District”) filed its Motion to 

Intervene as a Matter of Right and to Stay Approval of the Proposed Settlement 

Agreement (“Motion to Intervene”) and its Ex Parte Motion for Order Shortening Time 

Within Which to Oppose District’s Motion to Intervene as a Matter of Right and to Stay 

Approval of the Proposed Settlement Agreement (“Motion for Order Shortening Time”) 

on October 1, 2020. 

11. Because the parties undertook extensive efforts to provide sufficient notice of the hearing 

to all residential property owners affected by the Agreement, and because the Motion to 

Intervene did not include the statutorily required pleading, this Court denied District’s 

Motion for Order Shortening Timing on October 2, 2020.  See Order Den. Washoe 

County School District’s Ex Parte Mot. for Order Shortening Time.  While this Court 

stated that “it will not rule on the Motion to intervene until briefing is completed and the 

matter is submitted,” this Court indicated its willingness to “hear oral arguments on the 
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Motion to Intervene at the October 5, 2020 hearing to the extent District and the parties 

seek to offer such argument.”  Id. at 2:10-13. 

12. Following the presentation of the Agreement at the hearing, counsel for District, Neil 

Rombardo, requested that this Court grant District the opportunity to supplement its 

Motion to Intervene with the required pleading.  Hr’g Tr. at 19:24-25.  In doing so, 

District explicitly acknowledged that it did not take issue with the refund itself, only how 

it is to be paid.  Id. at 19:15-23; see also id. (“I think at this point my clients did want me 

to make clear that the issue isn’t with the refund at all . . . . But how it’s paid is the issue 

for the District[.]”). 

13. In response to District’s requested extension to file the pleading at the hearing, the parties 

indicated that the dates and deadlines set forth in the Agreement are of some urgency, as 

they ensure the adequate implementation of the claims process.  Id. at 22:4-6; 24:11-23. 

14. This Court ultimately granted District’s request and permitted District until close of 

business on October 12, 2020 to file the required pleading.  Id. at 24:25-25:19.  The parties 

responses are due 10 days after District’s filing.   

15. The Agreement provides for the following upcoming deadlines: (1) October 15, 2020 – 

Implementation Website Established; (2) December 15, 2020 – Treasurer Completes 

Certain Refund Calculations; (3) December 30, 2020 – Notice Mailed to Certain Original 

Owners.  See Ex. 1 at 5 ¶ 5.  Notably, the first refunds are not set to be paid until July 1, 

2021.  Id. 

Because District does not oppose the issuance of the refund, only the funds used to pay 

it, and because the implementation plan set forth in the Agreement must go forward to initiate 

the claims process, this Court finds that good cause exists to conditionally approve the Agreement 
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such that all required action set forth in the Agreement leading up to the July 1, 2021 payment 

shall proceed.  Based upon the foregoing and good cause appearing, 

 IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Agreement attached as Exhibit 1 is conditionally 

approved as detailed in this Order, pending this Court’s ruling on the Motion to Intervene, and 

its terms and conditions are incorporated by reference and made the Order of this Court. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 DATED this 13th day of October, 2020. 

 
             
       KATHLEEN M. DRAKULICH         

DISTRICT JUDGE 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

CASE NO. CV03-06922 

 I certify that I am an employee of the SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT of the 

STATE OF NEVADA, COUNTY OF WASHOE; that on the 13th day of October, 2020, I 

electronically filed the INTERIM ORDER OF APPROVAL with the Clerk of the Court by 

using the ECF system. 

 I further certify that I transmitted a true and correct copy of the foregoing document by 

the method(s) noted below: 

Electronically filed with the Clerk of the Court by using the ECF system which will send a 

notice of electronic filing to the following:   

 NORMAN AZEVEDO, ESQ. for DAN SCHWARTZ, LARRY J. WATKINS,  
  CAROL BUCK, AGNIESZKA WINKLER, PATRICIA WILSON,  
  JANE A. BARNHART, DON WILSON, ELLEN SUSAN BAKST 

 HERBERT KAPLAN, ESQ. for WASHOE COUNTY 

 SUELLEN FULSTONE, ESQ. for LARRY D AND MARYANNE B INGEMANSON 
  TRUST, ANDREW WHYMAN, VILLAGE LEAGUE TO SAVE INCLINE  
  ASSETS, INC., KATHY NELSON TRUST 

 DENNIS BELCOURT, ESQ. for STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
 NEIL ROMBARDO, ESQ. for WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 SARA MONTALVO, ESQ. for WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 JORDAN DAVIS, ESQ. for CITY HALL, LLC 
 MICHELLE BRIGGS, ESQ. for STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
 CHRISTOPHER REICH, ESQ. for WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 JESSICA PRUNTY, ESQ. for DAN SCHWARTZ, CAROL BUCK,  
  LARRY J. WATKINS, AGNIESZKA WINKLER, PATRICIA WILSON,  
  JANE A. BARNHART, ELLEN SUSAN BAKST, DON WILSON 

 WILLIAM MCKEAN, ESQ. for CITY HALL, LLC 

/// 

/// 
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Deposited to the Second Judicial District Court mailing system in a sealed envelope for 

postage and mailing by Washoe County using the United States Postal Service in Reno, 

Nevada:  [NONE] 
 

 
___________________________________ 
Department 1 Judicial Assistant 
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EXHIBIT 1 

EXHIBIT 1 
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